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History of SR 303L 
I-10 to US 60 

 
 
Year Description 

1985 The West Area Transportation Analysis for MAG recommended Cotton Lane/ 
Northwest Loop freeway corridor be preserved for construction after 2005. 

1985 The MAG Regional Council added the Cotton Lane/Northwest Loop Freeway to the 
MAG Freeway/Expressway Plan for right-of-way protection only. 

1985 ADOT added the Cotton Lane and Northwest Loop Highways as State Route 517 to 
the State Highway System. 

1985 Voters approved Proposition 300. In the voter pamphlet, reference is made to the 
Cotton Lane/Northwest Loop Freeway and it is shown on a map. 

1986 MAG set priorities for freeway construction. Cotton Lane and the Northwest Loop 
are included for construction (not just right-of-way protection) as the lowest 
priorities for completion. 

1986 MAG named the Cotton Lane/Northwest Loop Freeway the Estrella Freeway. 

1987 ADOT designated the Estrella Freeway as Loop 303. 

1987 ADOT completed a draft reconnaissance report that identified alternative alignments 
within the Cotton Lane corridor. 

1988 The State Transportation Board adopted the location for the Estrella corridor from 
I-10 to Grand Avenue, April 14, 1988. 

1988 MAG approved a funding priority to construct Loop 303 as an interim two-lane 
access controlled facility between Thomas Road and Grand Avenue. In exchange, 
developers dedicated 300 feet of right-of-way for most of this section on condition 
that it be under construction as a freeway by 2005.  

1990 ADOT prepared the Abstract Report on Agreement to Dedicate Real Property for 
Estrella Roadway Improvements from I-10 to Grand Avenue. This document 
established the basic agreement between ADOT and property owners for dedication 
of right-of-way.  

1991 ADOT completed the Estrella Freeway Final Environmental Assessment September 
1991.  

1991 ADOT completed the Preliminary Location Plan and Profile November 1991, 
which established the alignment and right-of-way needs.  

Year Description 

1992 A two-lane access controlled facility on Loop 303 is opened to traffic between 
Thomas Road and Grand Avenue. 

1994 Proposition 400 is defeated — it would have provided additional funding to 
complete the freeway system. 

1995 The Governor requested the removal of the Estrella Freeway from freeway funding. 
MAG removed the Estrella Freeway from the planned freeway system due to the 
absence of an identified funding source.  

1995 ADOT gives notice that it will abandon Loop 303 as an element of the State 
Highway System. 

1995 Maricopa County responded to ADOT requesting retention of route on the State 
Highway System, continued preservation of the corridor and offering to assume lead 
role as “caretaker” for the corridor, June 15, 1995. 

1998 MCDOT completed the Estrella Corridor Study MC 85 to Interstate 17 Design 
Concept Report March 1998. This report primarily dealt with Loop 303 east of 
Grand Avenue but it also recommended construction between I-10 and US 60 of an 
at-grade highway designed to MCDOT Rural Principal Arterial standards with a 65 
mph design speed. This recommendation was based upon MCDOT being solely 
responsible for funding the project.  

1998 ADOT State Transportation Board determined it will keep Loop 303 on the State 
Highway System. Formal action taken May 15, 1999.  

1999 MAG adds the Estrella Expressway (Loop 303) from MC 85 to Grand Avenue back 
on the MAG Freeway/Expressway Plan as a four-lane controlled access facility. The 
section from Grand Avenue to I-17 is added as a study corridor. 

1999 Concept plans completed for MCDOT for section from Union Hills Drive to Reems 
Road section lines.  

2000 ADOT signs an Intergovernmental Agreement with Maricopa County for the County 
to assume responsibilities for maintenance and construction of SR 303L, July 31, 
2000. 
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Year Description 

2000 MCDOT began construction of a two- to four-lane access controlled facility on 
Loop 303 between Clearview and Lake Pleasant Road with a grade separation over 
Grand Avenue and the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad. A minimum of 
300 feet of right-of-way was being obtained. 

2000 Agreement reached with Del Webb to not include interchanges on SR 303L between 
Bell Road and Grand Avenue. Del Webb would design and construct grade 
separations over SR 303L for Clearview and Mountain View. 

2001 MAG Regional Council selected corridor locations for SR 303L from Lake Pleasant 
Road to I-17 (along the Lone Mountain section line), January 24, 2001. 

2001 MCDOT began preparation of a Design Concept Report from Indian School Road to 
Clearview Boulevard and an Environmental Assessment from I-10 to US 60, 
April 26, 2001.  

2002 IDCR for SR 303L Indian School Road to Clearview Boulevard was completed 
along with a preliminary draft Environmental Assessment. 

2002 MCDOT dedicates Patriots Bridge for SR 303L over US 60 and BNSF railroad. 
Bridge not opened to traffic. Two-lane interim roadway opened from Bell to US 60. 

2002 Final Design Concept Report for SR 303L MC 85 to Indian School Road was 
completed by MCDOT and Goodyear. The study developed preliminary location 
and concept for I-10 system interchange. 

2003 MCDOT began preparation of an expanded DCR for SR 303L from I-10 to US 60, 
March 21, 2003. 

Year Description 

2003 MCDOT opens new four-lane divided interim roadway for SR 303L from 
McDowell Road to Indian School Road. 

2003 MAG adopts new Regional Transportation Plan on November 25, 2003. Plan 
includes SR 303L and allocates funds to construct six-lane freeway. 

2004 MCDOT opens to traffic a new four lane dividend roadway for interim SR 303L 
from US 60 to Happy Valley Parkway, May 15, 2004. 

2004 MCDOT holds public meetings for SR 303L IDCR I-10 to US 60, May 17 and 19, 
2004. 

2006 ADOT resumes stewardship for the operation, maintenance, and construction of 
SR 303L as a fully controlled access facility. The ADOT/MCDOT IGA provided for 
certain reimbursement to MCDOT for right-of-way cost.  

2006 SR 303L is named the “Bob Stump Memorial Parkway.”  

2006 Proposition 400 is approved by voters to provide additional funding for SR 303L. 

2007 ADOT designated STAN funds to accelerate intersection improvements at Cactus 
and Waddell roads and the Bell Road Interchange. 
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